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the lady: they declared that he was false and perjured,
that Octavian, his kinsman, was no fair judge, that at
Eome alone should the cause be heard, and, refusing to
make further plaint, they returned to their own land before
the legate John, cardinal of S. Paul, to whom also the
hearing of the suit was assigned, had arrived at Soissons.
Nevertheless, on the second legate's appearance the
council proceeded. For a fortnight the discussion con-
tinued. The English chronicler who tells of the council
relates that an unknown priest of marvellous eloquence,
learning, and modesty, pleaded the cause of Ingeborgis,
and when he had done left the hall never to be seen
again. Marvellous though the incidents of the trial
may have been, more marvellous was its close. Philip
suddenly "wearied," says Bigord, "by the long delay,
leaving the cardinals and bishops without even saluta-
tion, early in the mom departed with Ingeborgis, his
wife, informing the court through his messengers that
he took away his wife with him, as his own and would
not be separated from her." And he rode from the
town with his wife behind him on the saddle. Well
might Innocent have called the end of this amazing
marriage question, as he had called the divorce, "ludibrii
fabula,"
The council broke up. There was no cause before it
Octavian remained in France. John returned to Italy.
No sentence had been pronounced, and Philip could,
if he would, cast the whole matter again into contest.
That this was his intention he made clear by a letter
which he at once sent to the pope. In this he recorded
the opening of the council, the departure of the Danish
envoys, the prolongation of the cause from day to day.